Evidence for Prosecution.
Dr Bernard H. SpiUbury
Mr. justice darling—Do you remember the name of the
case ?—No, but I could turn it up for you in a book on Toxicology.
Cross-examination continued—I remember a case in -which a
cyst of arsenic was found in the stomach. It would take some
little time to turn it up, but, as far as my recollection goes, the
patient died of acute arsenical poisoning unusually rapidly.
Meanwhile will you tell me if I am right in saying that the
arsenic does not get dissolved, but gets encapsuled?—Encysted.
Encysted in the mucus of the stomach. That would cause a
remission of symptoms, would it not, until that arsenic freed
itself and became dissolved?—Yes, it might.
What I am suggesting is this—a large dose of arsenic, a
poisonous dose, setting up the ordinary symptoms of diarrhoea,
then a remission for a period of twenty-four or thirty-sis hours,
then a starting again of the vomiting. What you told me in
answer to that question was that such a case would not be im-
possible, but you would expect to find some other disease present?—
Yes; I think, in connection with the action of the mucus, that
would tend to delay the onset of symptoms rather than produce a
remission of them.
May you not get the arsenic to become encysted in the mucus
after it has started to take action, some started to take action,
the rest becoming encysted and therefore delaying action?—You
might, but whether the action would be the action on the stomach
or the action after absorption is very doxibtful. It is very likely
to be action after absorption of that part which is dissolved.
Might it be the other ?—I should not like to exclude it entirely.
Then you would not like to exclude the case I have put of
a patient taking a large poisonous dose of arsenic on Monday,
suffering from vomiting, sickness, diarrhoea, and so on, on Tues-
day, Wednesday, and Thursday, then remission, I do not care
whether for twelve or twenty-four hours, but slight remission, and
then coming on again ?—I do not think I can agree to that—three
days' sickness from a single dose and then a remission due to this.
I do not think it would occur.
Two days?—I doubt that very much indeed.
I understood you to say you did agree with the symptoms I
put to you, but you expected after death then to find some other
cause for it as well as the arsenic?—Yes.
That you still say?—Tea.
Mr. justice dabling—He said, I agree to two days' sickness
after one cjpse, then remission.
The witness—Then a remission of this period due to this
condition of the mucus.
Cross-examination continued—You are putting now that the
whole of the symptoms are due to arsenic in the answer to my lord ?
—Yes, of course I am.
But supposing a poisonous dose of arsenic and something else,
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